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SUGGESTIONS  OH  ATTRACTING  BIRDS.  WITH  REFERENCES  TO  AVAILABLE  LITERATURE 


Protection 


The  considerate  "behavior  of  people  in  relation  to  birds  and  the 
control  of  domestic  animals,  especially  cats,  are  requisites  to  success 
in  attracting  "birds.  Protection  may  go  to  the  length  of  enclosing  bird 
sanctuaries  with  vermin-proof  fences.   Such  fences  are  discussed  in  Far- 
mers' Bulletin  1612,  Propagation  of  Aquatic  Game  Birds  (2)l/«   Individ- 
uals wishing  to  reduce  the  number  of  cats  will  find  methods  described  in 
Department  of  Agriculture  Leaflet  50,  How  to  Make  a  Cat  Trap  (6)  and 
elsewhere  (13) .   Several  publications  contain  illustrations  of  tree 
guards  to  prevent  cats,  squirrels,  and  snakes  from  climbing  the  trees 
in  which  birds  nest  or  the  poles  that  support  their  nest  boxes  or  feeding 
trays  (1,  15,  18,  19). 

Hosting  Facilities 

Dense  shrubbery,  pruned  so  as  to  increase  the  number  of  crotches, 
provides  favorable  nesting  sites.   It  is  desirable  to  use  shrubs  that 
produce  food  for  birds;  references  to  information  on  these  are  given'on 
page  3  of  this  leaflet  in  the  paragraph  on  natural  food  supply. 

If  feasible,  allow  some  large  dead  limbs  to  remain  on  trees,  as 
they  supply  both  food  and  nesting  places  for  woodpeckers  and  other  tree- 
inhabiting  birds.  Nesting  can  sometimes  be  encouraged  by  putting  out 
paper  strips,  strings,  tow,  wool,  or  other  building  materials  (1,  13) . 

Designs  and  dimensions  of  nest  boxes  are  given  in  Farmers'  Bulle- 
tin 1456,  Homes  for  Birds  (1). 

Water  Supply 

Water  for  both  drinking  and  bathing  is  usually  furnished  in  the 
familiar  bird  baths.   Essentials  of  these  are  that  they  should  be  shallow, 


1/  Underlined  numbers  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  publications 
listed  on  pages  4  and  5,  at  the  end  of  this  leaflet. 


HBDIOHS  FOR  WHICH  LEAFLETS  OH  FBSJITS  ATTRACTIVE  TO  BIRDS  ARS  AVAILABLE 
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FIGURE  1.— Map  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  10  regions  used  in 
presenting  information  on  fruits  attractive  to  birds. 

As  an  aid  in  requesting  leaflets,  it  should  be  noted  that  No.  BS-41 
Is  for  region  1;  BS-42,  for  region  2,  etc.,  with  BS-50  for  region  15. 


holding  from  a  film  to  a  few   inches   of  water;    and  that   the  bottom  should 
be  rough,    to  prevent   slipping.      Where  enemies  are  not  under  complete   con- 
trol,   it   is  better  to  place  the  bird  bath  in  an  open  space  away  from 
shrubbery.      Several  publications   contain  information  on  this   subject    (3,    13, 
14,    16,    19). 

good  Supply 

Artificial. — Wild  birds  may  be  attracted  by  a  variety  of  foods.      Those 
rich  in  fat  are  desirable,    such  as   suet,    buttered  toast   crumbs,    stale  pastry, 
pie,    cake,    doughnuts,  and  peanut  butter;    these  foods  supply  needed  warmth 
for  birds,    especially  in  winter.     Other  items  favored  by  birds  are  chopped 
figs,   hard-boiled  eggs,   boiled  rice,   broken  nut  meats,   raisins  and  other 
dried  fruits,    cut   raw  apples,    and  grated  carrots.     Acceptable   seeds,    especial- 
ly for  use  on  feeding  trays,    are   those   of   sunflower,   hemp,    squash,   pumpkin, 
rice,   millet,    oats,    sorghum,    buckwheat,    and  wheat. 
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In  order  to  avoid  attracting  undue  numbers  of  starlings  and  English 
sparrows  to  feeding  stations,  the  foods  should  he  in  the  form  of  rel-.tively 
fine  crumbs,  as  tho  larger  pieces  seem  to  attract  the  less  desirable  birds. 
Mockingbirds  rarely  come  to  feeding  shelves  except  for  fruits.  Hummingbirds 
may  sometimes  be  coaxed  to  visit  an  area  by  placing  honey  or  sugar-water  in 
small  bottles,  hung  in  vines  or  other  accessible  places,  with  a  bright  bit 
of  paper  or  cloth  to  attract  attention  to  them. 

Many  publications  on  feeding  are  available  (3_,  12,  lit,  13.,   12,    lis., 
19,  2.1,  22,  22l,   21)  •  The  general  principles  of  winter  feeding  and  their 
application,  especially  to  game  birds  and  mammals,  are  treated  in  Farmers' 
Bulletin  1783,  Feeding  Wildlife  in  Winter  (5). 

Natural . — Plants  from  which  birds  can  harvest  the  food  yield,  as  needed, 
may  include  small  grains,  as  millets,  and  sorghums;  flowers,  like  cosmos, 
sunflowers,  asters,  princes feather,  and  poppies;  and  trees  and  shrubs,  in- 
cluding pines,  alders,  birches,  and  box  elder.  For  attracting  aquatic  grant 
birds,  a  separate  leaflet  has  been  written — Leaflet  BS-125,  Natural  Plantings 
for  Attracting  Waterfowl  to  Marsh  and  Other  Water  Areas  (11).  Bearers  of  fleshy 
fruits  valuable  as  food  for  birds  are  widely  cultivated  for  ornamental  purposes 
and  should  form  the  basic  material  in  landscaping  for  birds.  He commended  kinds 
are  listed  and  information  on  their  bearing  seasons  is  given  in  a  series  of  10 
mimeographed  leaflets  of  the  Biological  Survey  (BS-41  to  BS-50) ,  (9) ,  that 
together  cover  the  entire  country;  correspondents  should  ask  for  the  appropriate 
one  for  the  region  in  which  interested  (see  map  on  page  2). 

Feeding  Shelves 

The  simplest  type  of  feeding  shelf  (described  in  publications  num- 
bered lit,  16,  18,  19j  is  a  window  sill  or  a  flat  board  placed  on  it  and 
surrounded  by  a  narrow  molding  to  keep  food  from  rolling  off.  To  prevent 
the  food  from  becoming  caked  or  soggy,  small  holes  may  be  drilled  in  the 
tray  or  an  opening  made  in  the  molding,  or  the  entire  tray  slightly  tilted. 
The  shelf  should  be  so  constructed  that  the  birds  can  see  in  all  directions, 
so  as  to  escape  quickly  from  any  danger.  A  similar  flat  shelf  on  a  pole  4 
to  6  feet  above  the  ground  may  be  used  in  a  yard  or  other  opon  area.   The 
weathervane  type  of  feeder  also  has  been  found  to  be  successful;  this  has 
two  arms  and  is  pivoted  to  allow  the  tray  to  revolve  in  the  wind  so  that  the 
solid  back  is  always  toward  the  wind.  Waste  feed  should  be  removed  and  net 
swept  to  the  ground  where  it  might  attract  rats. 

Government  Publications 

The  following  publications  prepared  by  the  Biological  Survey  on  meth- 
ods of  attracting  birds  may  be  obtained  free  (not  to  exceed  10  copies  to  an 
applicant)  from  the  Office  of  Information,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 
Washington,  D.  C,  as  long  as  the  supply  lasts;  and  thereafter  from  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office ,  Washington,  D.  C. , 
at  the  prices  stated: 
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(1)  Homes  for  Birds.  By  E.  R*  Kalmbach  and  W.  L.  McAtee.  Far- 

mers' Bulletin  1456,  22pp.,  illusV'  1925  (rev.  1930) . 
(5  cents.) 

(2)  propagation  of  Aquatic  Game  Birds.  By  W.  L.  McAtee,  Far- 

mers' Bulletin  1612,  41pp.,  illus.  1930.  (10, cents. ) 

(3)  Local  Bird  Refuges.  By  W.  L.  McAtee.  Farmers'  Bulletin 

1644,  14  pp.,  illus.  1931  (rev.  1937).   (5  cents.) 

(4)  Improving  the,  Farm  Environment  for  Wildlife.  By  Wallace  B. 

Grange  and  W.  L.  McAtee.  Farmers'  Bulletin  1719,  62  pp., 
illus.  1934.   (5  cents*) 

(5)  Feeding  Wildlife  in  Winter*  By  Wallace  B.  Grange.  Farmers' 

Bulletin  1783,  21  pp.,  illus.  1937.   (5  cents.). 

(6)  How  to  Make  a  Cat  Trap.  By  James  Silver  and  Frank  N.  Jarvis, 

Dept.  Agr.  Leaflet  50:,  4  pp.,  illus.  1929  (rev.  1930).   (5 
cents.) 

Mimeographed  Leaflets. of  the  Biological  Survey  , . 

As  long  as  the  supply  lasts,  the  following  mimeographed  leaflets, 
prepared  for  expediting  replies  to  correspondents,  may  "be  obtained  free 
(no.t.  to  exceed. 10  copies  to  an  applicant)  ,  from  the  Bureau  of  Biological 
Survey,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. : 

(7)  Aids  for  Bird  Students.  Leaflet  BS-2,  8pp.  1935. 

(8)  Publications  on  Attracting  Birds.  Leaflet  BS-8,  4  pp.   1935, 

(9)  Fruits  Attractive  to  Birds.   [Separate  leaflets  prepared  for 

each  of  10  regions,  Leaflets  BS-41  to  BS-50,  for  regions  1 
to  10,  respectively,  as  shown  on  the  map,  page  2,  of  this 
leaflet.] 

(10)  Some  Suggestions  for  Bird  Field  Study.  By  May  Thacher  Cooke. 

Leaflet  BS-76,  6  pp.  1936. 

(11)  Natural  Plants  for  Attracting  Waterfowl  to  Marsh  and  Other 

Water  Areas.  Leaflet  BS-125,  5  pp.  1939. 

(12)  Dealers  in  Devices  for  Attracting  Birds.  Leaflet  Bi-160,  3 

pp.   1936. 

Other  Publications 

The  following,  published  privately,  may  be  purchased  from  the  pub- 
lishers indicated  or  may  be  consulted  at  libraries; 
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(13)  Birds  and  Bird  Houses,  By  Bob  Becker.   95  pp.,  illus.   1934. 

Chicago  Tribune,  Chicago,  111. 

(14)  My  Bird  Boarders.  By  Prank  Bond.  104  pp.,  illus.  1933. 

Green  Lamp  League,  Washington,  D.  C. 

(15)  Bird  Houses  and  Nesting  Boxes.  By  E,  H.  Forbush,  revised  by 

John  B.  May.  Mass.  Dept.  Agr.  Publ.  112,  27pp.,  illus. 
1931.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Boston,  Mass. 

(16)  Food,  Feeding  and  Drinking  Appliances,  and  Nesting  Material 

to  Attract  Birds.  By  E.  H.  Forbush,  revised  by  John  B. 
May.  Mass.  Dept.  Agr.  publ.  116,  24pp.,  illus.  1931. 
Department  of  Agriculture ,  Boston,  Mass. 

(17)  Birds  and  Bird  Clubs.  By  George  S.  Foster.   237  pp.,  illus. 

1936.   Christopher  Publishing  House,  Boston,  Mass. 

(18)  Attracting  Winter  Birds  to  the  Garden  and  Home  Grounds.  By 

Leon  A.  Hausman.  N.  J.  Agr.  Exp.  Sta.  Bull.  553,  32pp., 
illus.   1933.  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  New  Bruns- 
wick, N.  J. 

(19)  Birds  of  the  Wild:  How  to  Make  Your  Home  Their  Home.  By 

Frank  C.  Pellett.  118  pp.,  illus.   1928.  A.  T.  De  La  Mare 
Co.,  Inc.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

(20)  Bird  Houses;  How  to  Make  and  Where  to  Place  Them.  By  E.  J. 

Sawyer.   Cranbrook  Inst,  of  Sci.  Bull.  1,  ed.  2,  31  pp., 
illus.   1938.   Cranbrook  Institute  of  Science,  Bloomfield 
Hills,  Mich. 

(21)  Winter  Birds  Around  My  Home.  By  Thomas  C.  Scott  and  George 

0.  Hendrickson.  Iowa  State  Col.  Circ.  241,  32  pp.,   il- 
lus. 1937.   Iowa  State  College,  Ames,  Iowa. 

(22)  Birds  Around  My  Home.  Part  One — Winter  Birds.  By  B.  V. 

Travis.   Iowa  State  Col.  IC-56,  32pp.,  illus.   1935. 
Iowa  State  College,  Ames,  Iowa. 

(23)  Birds  Around  My  Home.  Part  Two — Summer  Birds.  By  B.  V. 

Travis.   Iowa  State  Col.  IC-84,  33pp.,  illus.  n.  d. 
Iowa  State  College,  Ames,  Iowa. 

(24)  Improving  Food  and  Cover  for  Wildlife  on  Missouri  Farms: 

1.  Trees  and  Shrubs.  By  R.  H.  Westveld  and  Rudolf 
Bennitt.  Univ.  Missouri  Col.  Agr.,  Circ.  348,  6pp. 
1936.  Agricultural  Extension  Station,  Columbia,  Mo. 
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